them into ther pesond EarthEd gragphicslibrary. Currently, these modules only runin "Classic”
on the Mac sde However, these shoud be conveted soon.

Writing and Peer Review: (Writer module) Writing assignments are created and "handed in"
online Graphic images created in the data modules, or captured in aher ways (e.g. from web
pages), aeeasily linked to gudent writing. This module suppors both "Cdibrated Reer Review"
assignments and the conventional kind where ateacher or TA grades and reurnsit. All writing
assignments are shaable and @n becopied and alited by ay EarthEd teacher.

Content delivery: Variouskindsof content can belinked to assignments. Curently, web page
addresses and pdfs are suppored. Cther content formats will be suppored in the future.

Course management. (Manager module) Assignments, duedates, and assigned ponts are stored
by EarthEd, and astudent can compute ha'/his course grade at any time. This motivates sudents
to do heassignnments and improvetheir homework scores by trying o get the correct answer
multiple times.

Online posting and discussion: The previousversion of EarthEd had abulletin boad style
threaded discussion capability. This discussion boad dlows ateacher to quickly compile each
student's pogingsand assign agrade. It isvery useful for "Jus In Time Teaching" methods(est
integration into the new EarthEd: January 2007).

Teacher resource library: The EarthEd phlosophy s "open Source, open course.” All resources
used by ateacher are sored in asearchable library. Any course, assignment, or individud
problem can becopied to another teacher's library for modification and incorporation into a
course. All uploaded resources are searchable and sharable (the problems database portion is
complete. the imagelibrary part is nof).

Getting Started with EarthEd Online

First, contact Prothero to register you & ateacher and ¢et a "sandbox" course set up. You will
also need an EarthEd Online CD or DVD. Prothero will email thisto you. Caning $0on is aweb
downloadable version which will includeall modues except the daa modues, which ae too
largeto download.

Once you ge asandboxcourse set up,ingall EarthEd with the CD or DVD and log into the
sandbox ourse. Your inditution'sinitials will appear in the schools selection list, and your
course will benamed "sandbox_yourlniias'. Then you $iould browse the template course
assignments. Download the sudent manual for EarthEd (fromthe EarthEdOnline Ste a
http://earthedne.org) and gothrough he"Y our Sftware Toolkit" tutorial (@Login: @Go to
Class Assignments). Thiswill familiarize you with your sudents experience.

When you hae had enough ofthe sudet experience, goto the manager module

(@anyplace: VVLocations IManager). The indructionsfor this are in the Administration sction
of this doaument. Information on nany of the screenswill beavailable by dicking an the Info
buton@.
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EarthEd System Overview

EarthEd Online was created to provide sudents with access to earth dda, easily created and
editable daa representations(plots, grgohs, €c), and fecilities tha supportwriting emphasizing
scientific argumentation, u® of daa, and critical review of both peer papers and their own paer.
A management system was developed that ddivers content, auto-graded honework probkems,
onrdemand grale calculation, witing and review, and resources tha alow sudents to interact
with each ather. All courses, assignments and individual hormework probkems are configuréble
by the ingructor and ae made availablein ashared and sarchable library. Curraitly there are
700 probéms and 1600 images in the library.

There are two environments. The Student environment is accessible by theteacher, teaching
assistants, and gudents. The Manager environment is accessible only by theteacher and
teaching assistants. Some features will na bevisible to teaching assistants and ahers will only
bevisibleto theadministrator.

Software description conventions:
When describing certain features, | have implemented a shorthand method of describing howto
get to aparticular module or feature. The @ symbol pecifies the module or sreen name for the
action. Each action is separated bya colon. The shorthand is:

dropdown menu: (@module: \VmenuName l menuSelection)

button o dick: (@module: @buttonName)

selectlinein text field: (@module:EfieldLabelllineSelection)

If several opeationsare needed to get to a paticular feature, the shorthand might golike:
(@module: buttonl : @button2: VmenuName I menuSelection)

Button dicks are button nanes. Dropdown menusare specified by the name that you see when
you first enter the screen. This is because some buttonsmay display the last selection, s the
name may changewhen you nake a selection. The selection is indicated with the 1 symbol. For
example, to describe howto get to the Homework 1 asignment, you would e

(@EarthEd Index: @My Assignments: \ Select Course Week I Week 3: E**** :Due 0-7 days
fromlHomework 3:@Do Selected Assignment). This meanstha from the"EarthEd Index"
module, dick "My Assignment", then &ter the opeation is complete, select Week 3: **** from
the Select Course Week dropdown menu (the **** m eans any characters could bethere), then
click the"Do Selected Assignment" button.

| hopethe shorthand g/stem is obviousto use and doen't cause confugon. Itmakesthe opeation
descriptionsmuch more condse.

Specific module and their status:

Data access modules: Theavailable daa access modules are listed bdow:
*  Our Dynamic Planet (ODP): access and display data for plate tectonics activities
¢ Globd Ocean Data Viewer (GLODV): accesses and displays World Ocean Atlas 98 data
* MarineVirtud Explores (MARVE): East Pacific Rise exploration

These daa modules alow students to access and plot earth data, and samlessly incorporde
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