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them into their personal EarthEd graphics library. Currently, these modules only run in "Classic" 
on the Mac side. However, these should be converted soon. 
 
Writing and Peer Review: (Writer module) Writing assignments are created and "handed in" 
online. Graphic images created in the data modules, or captured in other ways (e.g. from web 
pages), are easily linked to student writing. This module supports both "Calibrated Peer Review" 
assignments and the conventional kind where a teacher or TA grades and returns it. All writing 
assignments are sharable and can be copied and edited by any EarthEd teacher. 
 
Content delivery: Various kinds of content can be linked to assignments. Currently, web page 
addresses and pdf's are supported. Other content formats will be supported in the future. 
 
Course management: (Manager module) Assignments, due dates, and assigned points are stored 
by EarthEd, and a student can compute her/his course grade at any time. This motivates students 
to do the assignments and improve their homework scores by trying to get the correct answer 
multiple times. 
 
Online posting and discussion: The previous version of EarthEd had a bulletin board style 
threaded discussion capability. This discussion board allows a teacher to quickly compile each 
student's postings and assign a grade. It is very useful for "Just In Time Teaching" methods (est 
integration into the new EarthEd: January 2007). 
 
Teacher resource library: The EarthEd philosophy is "open source, open course." All resources 
used by a teacher are stored in a searchable library. Any course, assignment, or individual 
problem can be copied to another teacher's library for modification and incorporation into a 
course. All uploaded resources are searchable and sharable (the problems database portion is 
complete. the image library part is not). 
 

Getting Started with EarthEd Online 
First, contact Prothero to register you as a teacher and get a "sandbox" course set up. You will 
also need an EarthEd Online CD or DVD. Prothero will email this to you. Coming soon is a web 
downloadable version which will include all modules except the data modules, which are too 
large to download. 
 
Once you get a sandbox course set up, install EarthEd with the CD or DVD and log into the 
sandbox course. Your institution's initials will appear in the schools selection list, and your 
course will be named "sandbox_yourInitials".  Then you should browse the template course 
assignments. Download the student manual for EarthEd (from the EarthEdOnline site at 
http://earthednet.org/) and go through the "Your Software Toolkit" tutorial (@Login:Go to 
Class Assignments). This will familiarize you with your students' experience. 
 
When you have had enough of the student experience, go to the manager module 
(@anyplace:LocationsManager). The instructions for this are in the Administration section 
of this document.  Information on many of the screens will be available by clicking on the Info 
button .  
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EarthEd System Overview 
EarthEd Online was created to provide students with access to earth data, easily created and 
editable data representations (plots, graphs, etc), and facilities that support writing emphasizing 
scientific argumentation, use of data, and critical review of both peer papers and their own paper. 
A management system was developed that delivers content, auto-graded homework problems, 
on-demand grade calculation, writing and review, and resources that allow students to interact 
with each other. All courses, assignments and individual homework problems are configurable 
by the instructor and are made available in a shared and searchable library. Currently there are 
700 problems and 1600 images in the library. 
 
There are two environments. The Student environment is accessible by the teacher, teaching 
assistants, and students. The Manager environment is accessible only by the teacher and 
teaching assistants. Some features will not be visible to teaching assistants and others will only 
be visible to the administrator. 
 
Software description conventions: 
When describing certain features, I have implemented a shorthand method of describing how to 
get to a particular module or feature. The @ symbol specifies the module or screen name for the 
action. Each action is separated by a colon. The shorthand is:  
 dropdown menu: (@module:menuNamemenuSelection) 
 button to click: (@module: buttonName) 
 select line in text field:  (@module:fieldLabellineSelection) 
 
If several operations are needed to get to a particular feature, the shorthand might go like: 
 (@module: button1:button2:menuNamemenuSelection) 
 
Button clicks are button names. Dropdown menus are specified by the name that you see when 
you first enter the screen. This is because some buttons may display the last selection, so the 
name may change when you make a selection. The selection is indicated with the  symbol. For 
example, to describe how to get to the Homework 1 assignment, you would see: 
(@EarthEd Index:My Assignments: Select Course WeekWeek 3: ****:Due 0-7 days 
fromHomework 3:Do Selected Assignment). This means that from the "EarthEd Index" 
module, click "My Assignment", then after the operation is complete, select Week 3:  **** from 
the Select Course Week dropdown menu (the **** m eans any characters could be there), then 
click the "Do Selected Assignment" button. 
 
I hope the shorthand system is obvious to use and doesn't cause confusion. It makes the operation 
descriptions much more concise. 
 
Specific module and their status: 
Data access modules: The available data access modules are listed below: 

• Our Dynamic Planet (ODP): access and display data for plate tectonics activities 
• Global Ocean Data Viewer (GLODV): accesses and displays World Ocean Atlas 98 data  
• Marine Virtual Explores (MARVE): East Pacific Rise exploration  

 
These data modules allow students to access and plot earth data, and seamlessly incorporate 


